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A-SERMON,: 


ON SANCTIFYING THE LORD IN OUR HEARTS 3 “3 
By tmz tate Rev. JOHN WATSON, A.M. 





_¥. Pet. 3. 15.——Bui fanitify the Lérd God in your hearts 
and be ready always to give an anfwer.to évery man that afket)> 
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meéknefs and fear. ‘ 


T has been frequently the cafe, that the name of Chrift 
could not be profetied but by rifking character, property 
It was particularly {0 in the times of the apoftles, 
and the early ages of Chriftianity. Lt is thefe fufferers whom 
the apoftle addrefles here in particular, Among other direc- : 
tions how to conduét themfelves in thefe tempeftuous times, i 
he enjoins thofe in the text ; which contains firft, an injunc- ef 
tion to fanctify the Lord in their hearts; And fecondly, to’ be “ 
ready to give an anfwer to thofe afking a reafon of the hope & 
within them ; ; together with the manner in which this was ta 
be done, in meeknefs and fear. 

Before thefe injunétions can be complied with, they mist ol aie 
be underftood, and alfo their reafons and binding nature: | eS 3 
fhiould be confidered, fo as to know how far shee are Obligas 0 


and life. 






















G 





* eee Ye x 
SM re Sir 


Fe a 
ae 


— + 


Seep 


a. A Sermon on Sanéifying 

toty pon us ; that we may the more readily be induced t® 
acompliance. I fhall therefore endeavour | 
_ Firft—To thew what it is to fanctify the Lord in our 
hearts, together with the reaforts and extent of the duty. 

Secondly—W hat it is to be ready to give an anfwer, with 
meeknefs and fear, to thofe enquiring a reafon of the hope 
that is in us. i S é : 

1ft. I fhall endeavour to fhew what it is to fandtify tlte 
Lord in our hearts; together with the reafon and extent of 
the duty. 

The word fanétify and fan&ification, occurs frequently in 
Scripture, and has various fignifications. It often fignifies 
the work of the Spirit of Ged on the fouls of men, by which 
they are recovered from their depravity, and conformed to the 
image of God. It alfo often fignifies to feparate any thing 
to a holy ufe, as when God is faid to fanctify the Sabbath. 
But it is plain, that in none of thefe fenfes the word is to be 
taken in this place ; as God’s infinite purity puts him above 
any fitch fan@tification. In fome places he declares that he 
will fanétify his great name, as in Ezek. 36. 23. which ap- 
pears from the connection evidently to mean, a vindication of 
his character from the objections which the fufferings and fins 
of the Jews had raifed among the heathen nations, whither 
they had been carried captive. In Ifa. 8. 13. the Prophet is 
directed, to fanctify the Lord of hofts himfelf, and to let him 
be his fear, and his dread: which evidently fignifies, as ap- 
pears by the context, that he fhould cultivate in himfelf fuch 
a realifing fenfe of the perfections, prefence, and glory of God, 
as would raife him above the fear of men. King Ahaz had 
entered into a confederacy with the king of Affyria, to help 
him againft the united attack of the kings of Ifrael and Syria. 
This confederacy was difpleafing to God ; and he commands 
the Prophet to have nothing to Jo with it, nor yet. be in ter- 
ror of the enemy, as the reft of the Jews were ; but to fanc- 
tify the Lord in his heart—that is, to live under fuch an in- 
fluence of the prefence and perfection of Jehovah; as would 
raife him above the truft or fear of men. Now in thefe two 
laft places, the word fanctify feems to have nearly the fame 
fignification as in the text. The Apoftle is dire€ting Chrif- 
tians how to aét in times ef perfecution. One of thele di- 
rections is to act an honeft, upright part, which in gericra? 
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would bea fhield againft ill-ufage.. But ftill if this would 
not do; if their oppreflors were fo malicious as to perfecute 
them for righteoufnefs’ fake, they were. then:to fubmit to it, 
accounting it an honour .thus to fuffer. They were not to 
be terrified, nor yet troubled, but to fanctify the Lord in their 
hearts ; to have fuch a facred regard to him,. to live under 
fuch an impreffion of his prefence, power, juftice and come 
paffion, as. would make.them regardlefs of. the threats and vi- 
olence of the world., From this view of the connection, and 
the fignification of the phrafe in other parts of fcripture, E 
may venture to fay, that to fanctify the Lord in our hearts, is 
to have fuch a ftrong and abiding: fenfe of -his chara&ter and 
prefence, as. will make us regardlefs of the world when it 
would interfere with our duty.. © - 3 "2 ee), 

. Now this-implies that we fhould have becoming apprehen- 
fions of God. . I do not fay.a perfeét ptenesioe J of him, 
for this is beyond the grafp of creatures: but that our con- 
ceptions.of him, as far as they go, fliould be juft or true, 
is abfolutely. neceffary... To be otherwife, would be pro« 
faning the name or character of the Lord,. inftead of fanc- 
tifying it. . It was thus that he declared his name pro-~ 
faned among the. heathen. by the fufferings, and fins of his 
peculiar people, the. Jews, .as they thence formed degrading 
notions of his power and holinefs. .God has given fuch a ree 
velation of himfelf in his works, but-efpecialiy in his word, 
as will enable us to form. juft conceptions. of his characters 
But though, this revelation meets us on, every fide,—thougk 
it is conftantly proclaimed.in our. ears, and. beams like day in 
our fight, yet all, even. the wifeft and the beft, aFe prone ta 
form wrong apprehenfions of, tke character of God ; and 
thereby profane his name... It is particularly a difcrimina~ 
ting mark of the wicked, that they do not conceive of God 
aright, but are forever confidering him as one like themfelves. 
It is this that. occafions multitudes to make fueh a mock of 
fin: It.is this which caufes fo many to think that injuftice 
towards man, is much more criminal than neglect, : difrefpect 
and contempt of God and his ordinances. It is this that makes 
the greater part believe that God will not punifh fin in that 
awful maoner reprefented in his word ; that. his wrath. will. 
not fame with that heavy ond ceafelefs vengeance againit the 
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finally impenitent, as he has pofitively declared. It is our 
conceiving fo unworthily of God, that makes many of us fing 
fo little difficulty in believing that the fon of Gad {tooped to 
become the fon of man, and died upon the crofs ; and it is the 
fame which caufes this aftonifhing difplay of -condefcenfion 
and love to be negleéted, and the sakelt mercy to be flighted. 
Ja fhort, all the falfe fyftems of religion, all the falfe hopes of 
falvation, and the greater part of all wickednefs, may be tra- 
ced up to thts fource,—-the having wrong appiehenfions of 
the chara€ter of God. 

But to fari€tify the Lord in our hearts, implies not only 
that we fhould have true notions of our Creator, but alfo that 
we fhould have a firm, realizing belief of his exiftence and 
prefenct. No doubt there are many who, from catechifms 
and the fcriptures, have embraced accurate conceptions of the 
divine character, at leaft profefs to have done fo, and yet can 
{carcely be faid to believe that any fuch Being exifts: at leaft 
they cannct be {aid to believe at all that fuch a Being is eve-~ 
r7 where prefent; and knows al! things, evén the fecret emo- 
tions of the heart. Perhaps there are none of us, but are 
con(cious that we have frequently committed fins, which we 
would have been far from doing in the prefence of our fellow 
men. And as far as this has been the cafe, fo far we have 
been deftitute of a realizing fenfe of the exiftence and pref- 
ence of God; as certainly we would much lefs prefume to 
fin under: a confcioufnefs. of his notice, than that of mankind. 
Tt has bee obferved, and that with truth, that next to the 
Grace of God, there is not a greater prefervative againft fing 
than a realifing fenfe of the divine prefence.. This realizing 
‘belief; however,. the bulk of mankind feldom or never have. 
They believe that there is a God, but they fomehow alfe 
fuppofe that he intermedies not saith human affairs ; that the 
government is given up, and all things left to the duvifion of 
time and chance. Thei: actions, at “leaf, declare this, as 
they act juft in the way that we fuppofe one would do, who 
‘was firmly perfuaded that all the fcripture reprefentations 
«were falfehoods ; and that, if there be a God, he has nothing 
to do with the concerns of-the world. hig fact, even the 
real chriftian ty by no means may uD a conftant, realizing 

fenfe of the exiftence and prefence of Ged. Though he knows 
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tsat thereis a God, and that he is always prefent, yet fre- 
quently this knowledge does not affect him, and.he feels as 
dull and as wea d nearly, as if quite the contrary were true. 
It is certa inly not their defire thus to feel 5 and thofe may be 


counted among their dulleft, heavieft hourt: when dragged - 


down by the objects of fente, they cannot raife their thoughts 
to God, and rejoice that his providenee and prefence extends 
to the minute cafe. But there are alfo times when they get 
free from their fhackles ; ; the divine prefence i is acknowlede- 
ed and felt, and fervour is rekindled. In fucha cafe, depen- 
dence and vile nefs will be ftronaly imprefled ; an inftance of 
which we have in the E39th pfal m : : but yet at the fame time, 
the foul, if reconciled to God, cannot but rejoice that infintte 
power, suftice and compaffion, is always near; and every 
where controuls ; fhe cannot but call, like the Pfalmift, upon 
the multitude of the Ifles to rejoice, becaufe the Lord reigns. 

But this is not the experience-of thofe who are difaffedted 
to the divine government, a eee whofe tempers are contrary to 
Rides prefence of a perfon, whofe difpoiitiansis the 
very reverfe of our own, is feldom welcome : It never can be 
fo, if we know that he is alfo our enemy. Accordingly it is 
laid down in icripture as the charaéteriftic of the wicked, 
that he has not God in all his thoughts., So far from endewe® 
vouring to realize this truth,he keeps it as far diftant as pof- 

{ible ; ‘and if it forces itfelf upon him, his immediate care is, 
foiass how or other, to get clear of fo difagreeable a fubject. 

I have fo far confidered the fan@tification of the Lord in 
our hearts as implying——1ft. The having true apprehenfions 
of God.—And 2dly. The having a realizing imprefion of 
his exiftence and prefence. There yet remains another par- 
ticular fo very eflential to this duty, that det our conceptions 
of God be ever fo true, and our fenfe of his prefence and ex- 
iftence ever fo ftrong, yet, without it, we cannot be faid to 
fanctify the Lord in our hearts. It is this: | 

That we fhould be well pleated that he is juft fuch a Being 
as he really is, or as Creation and Scripture declare him te be. 
It feems.to be a very poffible cafe, and likely is the cafe at pref- 
ent with failea angels, and doubtlefs will be the cafe at the 
final judgment, both with them and wicked men, to have 
true notions of the character of God, and a moft lively fenle 
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of his prefenee; and yet fo far from being pieafed on this 
account, that it may be the occafion of greater grief, uneafi~ 
nefs and terror; and fo far from inducing to-a fandtification 
of the Lord in the heart, that it may occafion a greater ab~ 
horrence aad profanation of him by the wicked foul. 

Our being well pleafed with the character of God, with 
his laws and government, is certainly a fure proof that the 
temper of our minds is changed from their: natural enmity 
againft God, that we have been renewed by'the: holy Spirit, 
and reconciled to lim. And being reconciled to God, con- 
fidering him as erigaged on our fide, and confcious of his 
prefence and power, we will be naturally difpofed to confide 
in his almighty protection ; and withftand the ridicule, frowns 
and violence of men wheniinterfering with duty.. And doing 
this is certainly fanctifying the Lord in our hearts, in the 
Jenfe of the text. As this belongs fo effentially to the natur¢ 
of the duty we are now confidering 3 and «as it is fo fure a 
criterion of the temper of:our minds, .and fo of the ftate of 
our fouls, therefore the point fhould be well confidered. The 
smportant inquiry: about the matter is this—-how fhall we 
determine whether we approve of the divine character or 
mot ? As God is invifible, we. may very readily miftake his 
eharacter ; Our beft way.to know how we ftand affected 
toward him,. is to try how we are affected toward what re-' 
¥embles him, er bears his image: and with which we are 
better acquainted. Or ees eee rt hp ae 

Now this is the cafe with the law of God: I mean the 
moral law, or-ten commandments, taken in that comprehen~ 
five fenfe, in which they are explained and enjoined in various 
pasts ef Scripture.) i ee et 

_ This law originates fram God : itis ftamped with his autho- 
rity, and, I may fay alfo,. with his image, as it fhews us what 
is his temper, if: the expreffion may be ufed, and. how he is: 
affe&ted toward different objects, and what value and vilenefs 
they feverally bear in his fight. If this law appears to us not. 
good, or too extenfive in its demands, or too rigorous in its 
penalties, it is a fure proof that we are not like God. in our 
tempers, and that we do not view objects, and-value them in 
the fame manner he does ; and confequently do not approve: 
of his conduét, and if not of his conduét, then not ef bis cha-- 
gacter or perfeétions, which difpofe him fo to condu&. I 


*. 
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would be confidered as a fure proof that we Were not well- 
affected toward a magiftrate, if we difliked his laws and ad- 
miniftration. it is however much mere certain, even infal- 
Jible, with refpe&t to the divine adminiftration and laws, 
Human laws are not always an infallible criterion of the tem- 
per or character of the magiftrate, or oftenfible lawgiver , as 
not always refulting immediately from his own wifdom, incli-. 


nation and will : but this is not the cafe with the divine law, 
which is the refult of the holy and perfect nature of the law- 


giver. } 

This approbation of the law does net confift in an attach- 
ment to it as a mean by which we may avert the wrath of 
God, and purchafe Heaven. This would prove us ignorant 
of the law, and oppofed to the gofpel: ignorant of the extent 
and penalty of the one, and oppefed to the whole fcheme of 
the other. If holinefs be implanted, we will delight in the 
Jaw, as being fuited to our renewed nature; we. will find 
conformity to it neceflary to happinefs even for its own fake, 
——that is, the law will not be merely a mean of acquiring 
happinefs, but it will be delighted in for its own fake ; and 
will be refted in as anend. As authority for what has been 
faid refpecting the law, and adminiftration of God, we may 
mention how greatly David delighted in the law; how anx- 
ious he was for conformity to it, and how he rejoiced under 
the fenfe of the divine government. | ere ia 
_ As the Lord Jefus Chrift is efpecially the image of the in- 
vifible God, as he is Ged himfelf manifefted in the flefh, we 
may certainly know how we are affected towards God, by 
confidering how we are affected towards the Redeemer. [It 
is not an uncommon thing to pretend to have a high regard 


for God, while Chrift is neglected, or even contemned ; at. 


Jeaft when no need of him is felt, and his mediation confider- 
ed as ufelefs. This is the cafe with thofe, rejeCtors of revela~ 
tion, who ftill hold to the exiftence of a God. It was the 
cafe with the Jews in the time that the Redeemer fojourned 
on our earth; and it is the cafe with them ftill, But Chrift 
admitted no fuch pretenfions. He exprefsly told the Jews 
that if they rejected him, they reje&ted God; if they hated him, 
they hated his Father alfo. It is to be feared that this is the 
cafe with multitudes who bear the name of Chriftians. They 
think they love God, though they feel no need of a Saviour 5. 
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and fee no excellency in his perfon, through the effulgence of 
the divine glory : nor in the plan of falvation through him, 
though it is the higheft difplay of the wifdom and power of 
God. The A oftle John in his frft epiftle declares, that if 
we have not the Son, we have not the Father ; which is the 
fame as faying, that if we regard not, love not the Son, we 
reyard not, love not the Father ; and confequently do not 
fanctify him in our hearts. In fhort, all thofe to whom Chrift 
is aS a root out of dry ground, without form or comelinefs ; 
all thofe who feel not their perifhing need of him in all his 
offices ; who do not heartily approve of the way of falvation 
through him, are rejectors of Chrift. and confequently nos 
friends to the divine chara€ter ; and therefore fanctify not the 
Lord in their hearts. 

Thofe of mankind who are believers in Chrift, are called 
the children of God, and bear his image. By confidering how 
we are affected towards them, we may be enabled to judge 
how we are affected towards God. We are told in the word 


of God, that—“ If any man fay, | have God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar.” —-Which is the fame as faying, that if 
we do not love our Chriftian brethren, we do but deceive 


ourfelves in thinking that we love God. Perhaps the way in 
which we ftand affected to the people of God, is 2 much bet 
ter proof of the temper of our hearts towards him, than is 
enerally imagined. As God is invifible, and cur Savicur 
afcended to heaven, we judge how we are affected towards 
them, by how we are aff: éted by the defcriptions of their 
character and perfections in the Scriptures. Now it feems 
pofhible for us, to be very much delighted with the deferip- 
tion of a perfon, and think that we admire and efieem him 
very much, whereas, if we had lived and converied with him, 
we would have very much difliked and hated him.. For in- 
ftance,—the Jews had the writings and accounts of the pro- 
phets who had been put to death by their anceftors; and in 
reading them, declared that they abhorred the conduét of their 
fathers, and that they would not have acted fo, if they had 
then lived: whereas at the fame time, they were sin am 
ming and perfecuting thofe who refembled the prophets, viz 
the difcisles of Cheift, and him who was incomparably more 
excellent than: any of the Prophets, even Chrift himfelt. And 
we mayooferve the fame kind of conduct in various periods of 
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the ehurch, and even at the prefent time The moft bitter per~ 
fecutors of the Romith church pretended, and nodoubt thought, 
that they highly venerated and! loved the primitive milters, 
while they felt the vreateft raneour of healt avaintt thofe who 
moft refembled thofe martyrs. At this time, zealcus and godly 
minifters and chriftians, who have been dead for fome contider- 
able time,whofe lives and writingsare amon Us, are moft high- 
ly extolled by many, who are at the fame time oppofing thofe 
who are influenced by the fame fpirit. Hence we :nfer, that 
by confidering how we are 2 Feed towarcs thofe real chrif- 
tians with whom we hive and converie, we may be ‘tter deter- 
raine the temper of our hearts, thaft.by conficering how we 
are affe&ted by written accounts of hély men, or cv en.of Chrift 
him(elf, Putin this matter we mutt be carcful to take into 
confideration, or make the trial by thofe parts of the charac- 
ter of chriftians in which they moft refemble God, and which 
are peculiar to them as his children; fuch as thetr hatred a- 
gaint all fin, love to holinefs, zeal for his glory and the falva- 
tion of fouls; and alfo, that they do not confine the examina- 
tion to a coaverfation or-two, but to a courfe of intimacy and 
converfe. : 


‘Thus the co: lider ation how we are affeéted towards the 


jaw of God, the Son of Go fs and his people, may help us to 
determine how we areaffected towards Ged himéelé and whe- 
ther we fanciify him in our hearts. jee we leave this fub- 

ject, it may be proper to confider briefly an opinion itrenu- 
oufly held by fome, and connected to fhe e matter inchond. Te 
is this: That we cannot approve of the chara€ter of Gad, or 
in other words, love him, except we firft believe that he is Te 
conciled to us, or loves us. It is a point of the firft impor- 
tance, to know whether this opinion be true or falfe. The 
advocates of it hold that it is contrary to cur very conflitu— 
tion, and therefore impoffible that we fhould love one whom 
we confider as our enemy. Let us examine into this. Suo- 
pofe a criminal arraigned before a jidye, and that the judge 
was < altagether difinterefted in the cafe, further than a regard 
to juftice and his duty: fuppofe the judge in the whole pro. 
ceeding to fhew himfelf actuated by a ftrict regard to jultice, 
and not by any private grudze or malice, and that he thewed 
as much tendernefs to the criminal as the law would at all 
permit him: and fuppofe further that all this was noticed by 
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the criminal: would it then feem impoffible in the very ua- 
ture of things, upon the fuppofition that he was condemned, 
for him te approve, and refpect, and even to love his judge ? 
It certainly docs not. All that, at the moft, is neceffary, is that 
he fhould be a reafonable perfon, and of a good difpofition. 
Now let us apply this to the cafe of God and ourfelves. Up- 
on the fuppofition that he is not reconciled tous, and paffes 
fentence of condemnation againft us, yet in all this he acts 
only the part of the moft difinterefted judge. He is a€tuated. 
folely by a regard to juftice, and is at the moft diftant remove 
from any thing like private grudge or animofity. Our wick- 
ednefs or our righteoufnefs may benefit or irritate a creature 
like ourfelves, but God is infinitely above them. The law 
alfo by which we are judged, is a holy, juft and good law ; and 
the whole proceeding is tempered with infinite benevolence, 
Now what reafon is there that we fhould not look upon this 
moft equitable condué of our judge with approbation? He 
does us no injuftice,—-not the leaft wrong ; and this his con- 


du& will receive the approbation and the hofannahs of all ho- 
ly beings. We certainly would do it, if our tempérs and hearts 
were right; nothing elfe is wanting. Now to this right 


temper of mind every believer is brought by regeneration. 
The foul is then brought to confider God in a right point of. 
view; to confider him as the moft equitable, benevolent judge, 
and the rule of judgment to be holy, juft and good. Now’ 
fuppofe a perfon under the influence of this right temper, and 
thefe right views of the perfections of Ged, does it feem an 
impoffibility in the very nature of things, for him to approve 
of God, or to love him, except he thinks that God has par- 
doned him, and loves him? So far is it from this, that under 
the influence of this right temper, and thefe right Views of the 
perfections of God, he cannot help but love God, though he 
fhould fuppofe himfelf ftill in a ftate of condemnatien. At. 
Jea(t, we are juftified in drawing this conclufion from every 
{uppofition we can make how reafonable and holy beings 
would be affected in fuch a cafe. ~~ | | 

But to conclude this head; the fum of what has been faid 
refpecting the fanctification of the Lord in our hearts, is that 
in order thereto we muft have true apprehenfions of God, as 
he has revealed himfelf in his works and his word: we muft 
firmly believe his exiftence as fuch, and realize his prefence : 


: 


— ; 
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and taftly, it muft be pleafing to us, even our rejoicing, that 
¢ is {uch as his word declares him to be, and that he reigns. © 
~ Let us now confider the reafons why we fhould thus fane- 
tify the Lord in our hearts. . 

Now it is neeeflary that the people of God fhould comply 
with this duty, that they may comfortably, fteadily and perfe- 
veringly purfue the fervice of God and the way to heaven.— 
In the times of the apoftles and many other periods, the ftorm 
ef periecution blew hard ; at other times the warm funfhine of 
profperity proves no lefs inimical : thus both the frowns and 
fimiles of the world oppofe the chriftian; and in compliance 
with this duty he will be able to with{tand both. 

A conden with this duty is nece flary to every one in 
the fame manner as falvation is neceflary. For the fanétifi- 
eation of the Lord in the manner explained, is effentially in- 
cluded in faith, repentance, and holinets, all of which are ne- 


ceflary to falvation, not in a way of merit, byt in a way of 


Order and fitne{s, and divine appaintment. 
I thall now proceed to contider the fecond duty enjoined in 


the text; that is, to be ready to give an anfwer to every man 
that afketh the reafen a the bape that ¢ is In us, wtih meeknefs ang 
fear. 

And heve three solnns ariGe to view: 

ift, ‘What we are to underftand by the queftion— 


adly. What we fhould an{wer, and how we fhould anfwer 


this queftion—and ~ - 
3dly. The reafons why we fhould be ready thus to anfwer 


the queftion. Apnd jn this order I fhall treat the fubjeét. 

If a perfon were to af another at this time a reafon of the 
Mate that is in him, we would naturally fuppofe that he want- 
ed to know the evidences the other had for thinking himfelf a 
real chriftian. But if we confider the occafion and connection 


of the words, we cannot think that this was the only or main - 


defign of them, as ufed by the apoftle. He was particularly 
addreffing perfecuted chriftians. They on the account of 
their withdrawing from the religion of their fathers and their 
country, and forfaking their idolatrous rites, cuftoms and im. 
moral. practices; and declaring that thefe were wicked and a. 
bominable, foon became objeéts of public attention. Their 
fingular conduct and ftill more fingular belief, excited the in- 
aignasion and malice of the more interefted, as the prieft and 


eo 











tee ‘ Re ere 
> aa ~ ‘ 


. 7 a 


oS Pe 


= ot me 


aE: 


siyee ae a 
OIE ats Sealaaaaig SN th Se Saget: 
= i? ry - 


eS ST I 


oe ae ee oo“ 
en “ae 


a. 


> ana oon 
Mgt re aS 


— —— 
Fee eae 






ER Se a 
ee eee eee * 
"Wised ~~ 7 
gy Ht) _ 
aaa See 
we > 


or awe . 
| > Neckar gn” ss, 2 
- ne ra ¥ Bo 2 ry 
oe SS S abmece oe o 
ieee Se! - — ss ee +3 


- 
an 
dee 


’ 
ee os veal 
ss a = > ~ igs aee = 
Am — . ° 
3 Sie BG oe {e a Soe 
US ae we fa EE marty « 
i an . 


— 
~ 


scar 
mer gee ee 
- aie. 2 aa ~atied ~ * 
ried er PR IT hey -e .s 
2 - — ea ee i> ; 
2m ews = Las ee 


NERS SE oe A OR ~ 


re ppunece 
: gigs He 

SS ei ES 
= 






2 A Sermon on Sa antitfying 


e 


y 
the magiftrate ; the contempt and the ridicule of thofe efieceim- 
ed the wife and the learned, and the attention and wonder of 
all. Hence they would be often called upon to affign a reafon © 
for their peculiar conduct and opinions ; nat rahe ert in- 
deed they were dragged before mayiftrates and publ officers, 
and ordered to give an account, or afign a reafon for their 
relinguifhing the gods and religious fentiments of the cowntry. 
Now we believe this to be precifely the inquiry to which the 
apoftle directs the primitive chriftians to bé ready to give an 
an{wer with meeknefs and fear. We would not, however, 
exclude the former meaning as if it were not at all included 
in the words; and the Iefs fo as in many cafes the two quetfti- 
ons include each other, or become the fame. For inttance, 
if a heathen, an infidel, or a Jew were to afk the queftion of 
us, their meaning would generally be, what reafons we have 
to think Chriftianity to be true, or a revelation from God. 
But if a profefior of religion were to make the inquiry, his 
meaning would be, what reafons we had to Hine ourfelves 
real chriftians. Now our beft reafon for believing the {crip- 
tures to be true, 1s our experiencing their influence Spon eur 
own fouls, in which alfo confifts our beft, or rather only evi- 
dences that we are real chrifians ; though this would not al- 
ways be the mol 3 hits and anfwer to the former, 2 as we will en- 
deavour picieny > te fhew. 

Alavi ing thus endeavoured, to explain the meaning of the 

seltion, we come now to confider the anfwer proper to be 

given 

Ww e fay in the general, that the anfwer fhould not always 
be ke fame, but fhould vary with the chara¢ter and circum- 
ftances of the pares putting the queftion. As 2 proof of this 
we have the example of Paul. In anfwering for himfelf and 


the religion he profeffed, before Agrippa and the Jews, and 
before the learned and idolatrous Athenians, he makes ufe of 
very different arguments, and goes upon very different 
erounds. When “before Agrippa, who had been educated in 
che Jewith religion, and who was acai with the ftate of 
the Chriftians, ‘and the grounds of difpute between them and 
the Jews, he gives a particular narrative of that very wonder- 
ful. way how he came to be changed from a bigoted pharifee, 
and cruel perfecutor, to be one of the moft zealous advocates 


for the Chriftian religion. Nothing could be more proper, 
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confidering the circumftances he was then in. But when at 
Athens, addreffing that learned, polite, but fuperftitious peo- 
ple, who knew nothing about him, the Jews, or the Chrifti- 
ans, the difoourfe which in the former circumftances was {6 


proper, would have been moft improper, as they would have 


immediately fuppofed him fome hot-headed enthufiaft, led 
about by the wanderings of his own imagination. Accor- 
dingly we find him proceeding ina quite different manner 
with them: he calls their attention to thofe principles of nati 


ral religion which were cafily deducible from the works of 


creation, and to thofe obvious truths which are engraven on 
the mind and confcience, and thénce conduéts them to the pe- 
culiarities of the gofpel. ‘This is the pattern at which mini- 
fters fhould aim. Ifa minifter of the igofpel fhould be afked 
a reafon of the hope that is in him bya Jew, he would have te 
make the Old Teftament a medium of argument, and from it 
to prove that our Saviour was the true Meffiah or Chrift, and 
that it was in vain to lock for another,—or in fome fuck 
manner. Again; if he were afked the queftion by an Infidel 
or Deifty his antwer fhould be entirely different. He would 
have to refort to thofe excellent defences of eo tianity, 
written in anfwer to modern Infidels, with which at prefent 
we are fo well fupplied. If the queftion were put si a Maho 
metan or Idolater, a new ground weuld have to be taken with 
each. I prefume not to point out precifely the aniwers — 
fhould be given in fuch cafes, but only fomething in genera 
to fhew that the anfwers muft be different. Fhe nian oi 
God, however, fhould go to the field fo thoroughly farnifhed 
with {piritual armour, as to be able to repel the attack in what- 
ever quarter itcame. Let us now fuppofe the quefffon put 
by fome acquaintance, in whom we placed confidence, or 
fome ferious inquirer, who might have doubts about reigion 
in general, or about which denomination of Chriitians was 
mott in the right. In fuch a cafe it would feem proper to 
mention to them the experience of his own heart, and thence. 
to thew them what good reafons he had to believe that there 
was a reality and power in religion. I fay there does not fecm 
any impropriety in making this anfwer toany perfon whom 
we knew was friendly and ferious-in bis inquiry. Let us 
now confider another cafe which fometimes occurs, Suppofe 


@ perfon who had been remarkably oppofed to religicn, or re~ 
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markably profijgate in his manners, to be made a fubjed of 
diftinguifhing mercy and love ; inftances of which we fome- 
times fee; how fhould he anfwer to his former intimates look« 
ing for a reafon of his change of conduct? Shou'd he tell al! 
his experience, or fhotld he te!l none? Perhaps it would be 
beft to proceed: fomething tn this manner :—He might appeal 
to their own knowledge how thoroughly he had tried the 
pleafures in which they were engaged, and declare unto them 
how little fatisfaction he had experienced: he might appeal 
unto them if this were not the cafe, and if it were not reafon- 
able to try another .courfe when the prefent one proved fo 
void of comfort: he might declare .that he had made the 
change, and tried religion what it would do; and in doing 
this he had met with fources of fatisfaction before altogether 

unknown ; tHat under the influence of religion he could feet 
content and happy when all. the world frowned ;_ that under 
the influence of this, the | ed of ficknefs became fofter than the 
bed of health. witheut it; that even death loft its terrors, and 
became a mild mefledger. of peace. In forme fuch manner a$ 
this he might exprefs himfelf to their convi@tion, without in 
the leaft expofing himfelf or the honour of religion. :. 

Let us now confider alittle how this anfwer fhould be made. 
The text tells us: with meekne/s and fear. ‘That is, without 
the defign or the appearance of infult or oftentation, which 
would render out anfwer ufelefs, or worfe than. ilelels. We 
not unfrequently meet with ftrong adyocates for religion, who 
by dogmatical affertions; their oftentatious. way; their.impati- 
ence of contradiction, and their defire of victory, do more 
hurt than fervice to the caufe they advocate. ,; "Such perfons 
do moft pointedly tranfgref$ the dire&tion in the text, and at 
the fame time fhew the propriety of it. If we would with 
eur defences of religion to be availing we muft feel and fhew 
a fpirit of meeknefs, and a real regard to the perfoh whom we 
would wifh to convince. Alfo in telling what has been ex- 
perienced in the heart, or what great things God has done for. 
the foul, we often fee a very great abufe by not attending to 
the dire&tion of the Apoftle, that it fhould be done with meek-. 
nefs and fear. In. fuch a country as this, where religious 
characters are honoured, experiences may be told from a de-: 
fire to gain applaufe. They thus become fuel to pride, and, 
in the end may eccafion a perfon to be left to himielf, and te 
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fall, to the great difgrace of himfelf, and the @reat difhenour 


of religion. , . 
I fhall now a little confider the third point propofed,—the 


reafons why we fhould be ready to give ananfwer. And we » 


thould do this for the vindication of ourfelves, fhewing that 
we were not actuated by obftinacy, a contempt of others, or 
a mere defire to be fingular, but had important reafons for 
our conduét; and declaring this with meeknefs and fear, 
would have a direét tendency to difarm the rage of oppofers, 
It would alfo tend to our advantage, in letting eur hearts be 
known to a pious friend. We-faould attend to this duty for 
the benefit of others, as it would tend to their conviction and 
falvation;—the dying ¢onfeffions of martyrs have been fre- 
quently blefled to this purpofe. 
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[ From the ConneGicut Evangelical Magazine.} 
On MORAL TASTE. 


paration of the heart, to relifh, or be difgufted with mo~ 
ral fubjeéts. An attempt will be made to fhew that there is 
fomething in the Ruman mind; of a moral nature, which bears 
arefemblance to the appetites of the body, by which men 
have a preparation to be pleafed or difpleafed with certain 
kinds of food, fruits or liquors. 


Moral fubje&ts admit only of moral evidence, and not of 


mathematical demonftration ; and when they are of an abftrufe 


nature, fixed attention and careful illuftration are neceflary, 


that their evidence may be clearly manifefted and fuitably im- 
prefled. ‘The fubjeét to be now confidered, being of this na- 
ture, it is propofed to give a fhort diflertation on the tafte or 
appetites of the body, which may illuftrate and affift in inquir- 
ing inte the moral tafte. Ry ae, | 

_ ¥. The univerfal experience and obfervation of mankind 
render it manifeft, that people are pleafed by tafting certain 
kinds of food and fruits, and are difgufted with other kinds. 
Different men are pleafed and difgufted with different things 


o” 
5 


fo that what is agreeable to one is loathfome to another, and 
What one regards with indifference, is exquifitely relifhed by 


LY moral tafte is here meant a.difpofition of mind, or pre= 
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his neighbour. This alfo takes place among animals of every 
ipecies 5 ; fo that they choofe different kinds of food. Soi ne = 
thing fimilar operates as really in. fmelling and tn hearing, 
as in tafting. And froma hike caude pe ople are led to pre ter 
different employments, company end amul ments. And this 
is io powerful, that thoie things which highly entertain fume, 
doas ftrongly difguft others. 

2. Experience and obfervation cially prove that the affec- 
tions of being pleafed or difgufted by certain things, are in a 
degree permanent, and continue the fame for years toget deer; 
and frequently through life, when thofe things are applied to 
the tafte ; and that they never can be contemplated without 
forme degree of defire or abhorrence, accordingly as the ‘tafte 
iS a preparation to be pleafed or offended by them. There 
1s however ‘many times a gradual, and fometimcs, by fome 
fpecial caufe, a fudden change, by which fome things which 
once pleafed difzguft, and which orice difgufted pleafe ; and 
when the change ‘has ‘taken place, it continues as permanent 
asother appetites.—From thefe confiderations it feems to be 
evident, that there 1s a certain preparation in the organs of 
tafte, fmell, &c. to be pleafed or difpleafed with certain ob- 
jects of fenfe ; becaufe, wherever thefe otjects are prefented, 
they uniformly produce thofe effects, unlefs fome powerful 
caufe prevents them. And this preparation of palate is by 
common confent called the tafte or appetite. And men fay, 
‘They always have an appetite for thefe things.’ The word 
tafte is alfo ufed in a ftill more extenfive fenfe, and we fpeak 
of a tafte, not only for food, but for mufic, company, polite 
accomplifhments, history and many other things; meaning 
a preparation to be pleafed withthem, and fuch a preparation 
as remains tlirough life, or for a long time, and ts proved by 
the uniform effects which they produce on every occafion, 

when thofe things occur. 

3. This preparation to be fo pleafed or difpleafed, tho’ it 
remains in the palate continually, is never in exercife, unlefs 
the particular foed or fruits, which excite pleafure or difplea- 
fure, are tafted, feen or at leaft thought of. The appetite, or 
preparation of the organs of tafte lics dormant, and gives 
one no defire, pleafure, pain or other zffeétion, until called 
into action by the fubjeét by which it is prepared to be af- 


fetted, 
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On Moral Taste. , * 
_ 4. When the obje& of the appetite is prefented, then it 
Acts, if nothing interferes, in proportion to its ftrength and 


the neainefs of the object. If we but barely think of the ob- 
ject, the appetite may be but little affected. If in addition 


co this we expeét to enjoy it foon, the appetite is ftill more. 


affected, If it be bro’t in fight, prepared to be eaten, if it 
be {melt and contemplated with undivided attention, there is 
a great affection of the organs of tafté, and the defire is pow~ 
ful. But itis only when-actually received that the fenfation 
is moft exquifite. . The appetite therefore is diftinét from 
actually tafting the objeét, and from the pleafure or dif- 
guft it produces. It is the preparation, and thefe are the af- 
fections of the appetite. ee , 
_ §. There may be an appetite for two kinds of fruit, and 
the appetite for,one may be much ftronger than for the 
other. If both fhould be prefented at the fame time, and but 
one could be obtained, a decided preference might be given 
to the one, becaufe organs of tafte are adapted to be more'exqui. 
fitely aff<cted by one than by the other. Let one be a pome- 
franate and the other an orange, amd. [»am unable to pur- 
chafe but one. I fhould without hefitation purchafe the 
pomegranate, for the fake of its tafte, if both were prefented 
at the fame time. But I havea defire for the orange alfo, 
and if I had the means, I would gladly procure both, and fhould 
eat both with pleafure. ra deria 

In certain circumftances however, my appetite would lead 
me to purchafe the orange, in preference to the pomegranate. 
Let the orange be now prefent, and the pomegranate cannot 
be obtained within an hour: [t is out of fight, tho’ foon ex - 
pected ; but the orange is before me, I fee it, I fmell it, I 
contemplate it, my appetite is powerfully excited. _ But the 
pomegranate being at a diftance, and unfeen, has much lef 
effect on the appetite, and hence, after fome debate with my 
judgment, which would direét me to wait an hour for, the 
pomegranate, that would afford more pleafure in the ifluey 
{ purchafe however, from prefent appetite, the orange. This 
is according to the known properties of the appetites. 

Mankind are agreed in acknowledging the exiftence of 
fuch anpetites ; and it is reafonable from the uniform effects 


of their objects, to confider them permanent, tho’ often dor 
EX 
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mant, the eff:&s cannot in any other way be rationally ac- 
counted for. 

Therefore, if there be fomething in the moral affe€tions of 
the mind, fimilar to thofe of the body in all thefe particulars, 
it is conceived, that it would be unreafonable to deny the ex- 
iftence of a moral appetite, tafte, difpofition or preparation to 
be pleafed or d.fpleafed with moral fubjects, according to the 
nature of thetafte. Let this refemblance or analogy be con- 
fidered. 

1. Univerfal experience and obfervation make it manifeft, 
that certain men appear to be pleafed with the doétrines of 
the gofpel, with the law of God, and with his fupremacy in 
the exercife of univerfal provid.nce ; and that others are dif- 
pleafed with thefe thinzs. This is alfo agreeable to the holy 
{criptures, which teach us, that men either love God or are 
at enmity againft him. 

2. Obfervation and experience prove, that thefe affections 
of being pleafed or difpleafed with God, and his government, 
are ina degree permanent, and continue, fo as to form the 
general characters of men ; and that they ufually take place, 
whenever thefe moral fubjects are ftrongly imprefled upon 
and realized by the mind, With reference to this, the hely 
feriptures dz-nominate fome men the friends, and fome the en- 
mies of God. His friends have alfo a fixed abhorrence ef fin, 
and his enemies delight in it. This is fully illuftrated in the 
different characters of men, given for our inftru€¥on, in the 
word of Gad. 

Among his friends, fome are more ufually, or mere ftrong- 
ly affeted with one, and fome with another part of his dif- 
penfations, as his law, his gofpel or his providence ; and have 
a correfpondent fet of exercifee and duties, by which fome be- 
come more efpecially exemplary in one part of Chriftian du- 
ties and exercifes, and fome in another. In the fame man- 
ner, fome who love fin, are given to detra€tion, others to 
coveroufnefs, intemperance, profanenefs, or perfecution of the 
people of God; and thcfe prepenfities become characteritftic 
of them, Thefe are as evidential of a permanent tafte or 
preparation of mind to be affected with pleafure or pain by 
moral objects, as the analogous affections are of the natural 
tafte or appetites of the body. It is rational to confider them 
as the neseflary effects of moral tafte ; and they can be ra- 
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tionally accounted for in this way, and in no other. fris al- 
fo true, that fometimes thefe moral affections are fuddenly 


ehanged,.as in the cafe of Saul of Tarfus, and cf the three 


thoufind at the memorable day of Penteccit ; and then con- 
trary affections become perinanent, which proves whar the 
{criptures call a change of heait; ard is the fame that Is 
meant bya change of moral tatte or difpoft:ion of the mind ta- 
wards fuch things, and is as evident as the change of bodily 
appetites. “This mora! tafte is different trom moral affcéti- 
ens, and is the caufe.of them, or the preparation for them 3 
and ftands in nearly the fame relation to the affections, as 
the wil! does to its volitions,except that thetalte , overns both 
the aections, and the wiil, with its volitions. 

3. [his preparation to be pleafed or offended with moral 
things, which we call the tafte or the heart, or the difpofition 


of mind, (tor thefe are fynonimous word. ,) tho’ebpy continual 


and repeated obfervations, it is found to remain Gor ftantly in 
the mind, is never in exercife, wnlefs thofe moral ebjects with 
which it is prepared to be delighted or difzutted, are pref nt- 
edtoits view. Whe tafte or heart lies dormant, as to thefe 
things, and produces no exercifes of the . fFections, is neither 
pleafed or offended, until called into aétion by the conrempia- 
tion of the object with which tt is prepared to be,.iff- ded, 
that is by moral things. ‘“Dhus the wile virgins often flum- 
ber and flzep. . 

4. When the divine character, or the objcét of the tafte is 
prefented, then it a&s in proportion to its ttrength, the near- 
nefs of the object, and its being contemplated and realized 
with undividedattention. Ifthe true character ef God be 
bro’t into view, and be ferioufly confidered, and the relations 
in which we ftand to him and his government, appear real 
and interefting, there will be a great cff chon of love or en- 
mity, according to the nature of the heart or tafte. And 
hence it is that the people of God are exceedingly bleff-d in 
beholding him, and his enemies become exafperated to mad- 
nefs, when God and his government are brought clearly inte 
view. This was the cafe under the miniftry of Chrift and 
his apoftles, whom they perfecuted with extreme violence, 

There may be, and there is in believers while in this 
world, two taltes, refpect.ng moral fubjects, in direét opoo- 
fition to each other; one is pleafed with holinefs, and the others 
with the objects of finful pleafure. In the holy fcriptures 
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thefe are diftinguifhed by the law of ibe mind, and the Jaw ia 
the members, or the new heart and the carnal heart. “ ] find 
then a law, that when I would do good, evil is prefent with 
me: for I delight in the law of God, after the inward man 3 
but I fee another law in my members, warring egainit the 
Jaw of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to ‘the law of 
fin, which is in my members. So then, with my mind, | 
myfelf ferve the law of God ; but with the Acfh, the jaw of 
fi. '—{n all true believers the holy tafte ts dtronger than the 
finful one, or the fupreme obje& in which it deiights is fo 
infinitely fuperior to all the objects which pleale ‘the carnal 
tafte, that if both were felt and realized by the mind, at the 
fame time, and in the fame degree, a decided preference would 
always be given in favour of holinefs ; for the mind is pre- 
pared to be more exquifitely delighted with God than ith 
any finful gratifications. Thou art my portion O Lord.’ 

But in certain circumftances, believers do aétualiy ferve 
fin, and the finful tafte prevails.. At fuch times, tome obj-é, 
calculated to inflame’the finful tafte, is prefen:—is contem~ 
plated—the imagination mred and the tatte firongly excited, 
and God is either notthought of at all, orhis glory 1s little con= 
templated; and in this way the finful tafte hurries the man 
into evil exercifes. “Thus David bad his perverfe inclination 
or tafte inflamed, while God was out of view; fo that he 
did very great wickednefs. But when he reficcted upon his 
mM in the prefence of God, he was fitied with anguith of ue 

t; and faid, *‘ My bones waxed old thro’ my roaring all . th 
ae lonp’——*Make me to hear joy and g g! ladnefs. that the babes 
witich thou has broken may rejoice.” 

In all thefe particulars, the affeGtions of the mind are analo- 
gous to thofe of the palate; and it is thought, do as iully prove 

a moral tafte, which is the foundation of moral affections or 
exerciles, as the others prove an appetite, which is the foun- 
dation of the pleafure or difguft, which certain kinds of food 
or fruits give to men and other animals. 

Befides: Ic is thought, that this idea of a moral tafte, dif- 
tinct from moral exercifes, and the foundation of them, is 
fupported by the holy fcriptures. Our Lord fays, ‘ Kither 
make the tree good, and his fruit good, or elfe make the tree 
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt, for the tree is known by his 
fiuit. And again he fays, “ Ye fhall know them by theis 
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fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles ? 
A. good tree cannot biing jorth evil fruit, bow hes can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit.” “Thetree is here ceirgned 
to reprefent the moral quality of the man, o: h.s_ pren, ation 
for gaod or evil exerciles, and the fruit, to ieprejenc ih. fe 
exci ciles, as appears by their connecticn. In one inicance, 
the tree is mentioned as a mark co diftin, with taife po oohets, 
and in the other, it is explained by the fo! dow ny worus, “A 
good man, out of the evod treafure of hisheart, biiageth forth 
good things; and anevil man, cut of the eval treaiurce. b DF 2 = 
att forth evil things.” Phefle words teach us, thac there Is 
the fame preparation tn the heart to produce parcicular mor- 
al exercifes, good or evil, as in a tree to produce good or e- 
vil fruit; that the heart or calte is as diftinct from is affeéti- 
ens or exerciles, as the tree from its fruit 5 and that the exer- 
cifes of the heart do as certainly and as necefiarily correfpond 
with it nature, as the fruits do with the nature of the tree. 
The {cripiures frequently ufe the word eart in the fame 
fenfe, fignifying the moral tafte. They mention a ftony 
heart, an heart of flefh, a new heart, an honcft and good heart, 
a clean heart, an hard heart and a carnal heart, in 1uch a way 
as fecm neceflarily to imply a preparation or tafte for holy 
or unholy exercifes. They alfuexpreiily diftingu:fh between 
the heartand itsexercifes. “i hey mention che deiires of the heart 
an heart which worketh as nthe aud an heart that believeth. 
Jt is thought that this proves, that by the heart, when ufed in 
this n manner, we are to underfiand a moral taite or difpofition. 
Again: That men have a moral tafte, and by nature a 
corrupt moral tafte, appears ta be more fully confirmed by the 
confideration, that mankind univerfally begin their lives with 
evil exercifes ; and unlefs renewed by the Holy Ghoft, they 
are wholly given to fin, at all times, and on ail occafions, 
which ts a fcripture doétrine. When the chain of their mor- 
al exercifes is difturbed by the moft furpriting incidents, or 
fufpended and broken off by flcep, or diverted from one objec to 
another, inan infinite variety of ways, ftili “Every imagination 
of the thoughts of the heart is only evil continually.” This 
is naturally ; accounted for, or the idea that they have an evil 
heart or tafte, which is a continual preparation to love fin 
and hate holinefs, and chat they have no ether moral! inclina- 
gion; and that this remains independent of moral exerciles, 
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and the foundation, faculty or principle of them ; for in this 
cafe, the tree muit alwavs bring torth fuch frutt, or the heart 
fuch exercifes. But if no fuch corrupt tafte or bias be fup- 
pofed, recourfe muft be had to fome hypothefis more unna- 
tural, and different from ihe ordinary mithod of divine op- 
erations, by which Gd brings about events by netural or 
moral caufes, fometimes called the laws of nature. And this 
hypothelis muf alfo contradiet the icripture repreientations, 
of corrupt ftreams, d- pending cna coriupt fountein, tor their 
evil quality. Ic is believed, that this is ne {mail evidence 
of a moral tafte, and of one which is corrupt. 

Further: It is believed, that the tcrigture reprefentation 
of regeneration brings a ferious argument, im proof of the 
exiftence of a moral tafte, Reveneration is a change from 
jin to holinefs. In effecting this, God takes away the heart 
of ftone, and gives an heart of ficth. Ile is an event never 
repeated inthe fame perion. In giving the new heart, Ged 
is reprefented as doing forething for a mam, which he never 
does agai, and which is different from the ordinary operati- 
ons of his fpirit, in carrying on the work of fandctification.—= 
And this corre{ponds with the idea, that regeneration is the 
communication of an holy tafte which begins to exterminate 
the original corrudt tafte. And all that the fcriptures fay of 
regeneration is intelligible in this view; for that tafte is 
permanent, and whenever it is excited by contemplating God 
and the things which it relifhes, will put forth holy affections. 
—But were we to difbelieve any fuch thing as an holy tafte, 
and fuppofe the heart to be nothing but a fimilar chain of 
moral exercifes, we muft neceflarily fuppofe, that there is no- 
thing f{pecial in regeneration, ¢.fferent in kind, from that 
which takes place at any other time, when God is pleafed to 
create an holy «xercife in the foul, after it had been employ. 
ed in finful exercifes ; which {ems tobe contrary to the re. 
prefentation, which the fcriptures give us, of the importance, 
and efpecially of the particular nature of regeneration, 

The idea of moral tafte, as it has been explained, is alfo in 
perfect conformity to that which the fcriptures affert concern- 
ing two oppofite laws, or prepenfities in the Chriftian. The 
old one is but in part taken away in this life, and a new one 
is created.— This will thereforg reafonably account for the 
inconftancy of believers. When objects adapted to pleafe 











On Moral Ta/ie. i 63 


cither tafte are brought near and contemplated, that tafte pre- 
vails for the time. And the whole is perfeétly intelligible, 
which otherwife would be a myftery. For Chriftians are 
confcious of one, and iometimes of an oppofite clafé of moral 
exercifes, as according to the idea of a moral tafte, they 
muft be, wher the objects which pleafe either tafte are out 
of view. 

Moreover: The view we have taken of the fubje& is cal- 
culated to imprefs on the mind the importance of the numerous 
directions, which God has given us, to avoid temptations, 
and to pray that we be not Ied tnto them; which would not 
appear fo evidently important, if we rejected the idea of a 
moral tafte or difpofition of mind. It peculiarly fhows us 
the importance of avoiding the company and evil communi- 
eations of she wicked, of meditating on the law of God, and 
keeping the heart with all diligence. For according to the 
idea that Chriftians have two oppofite moral taftes or inclina¢ 
tions, which are excited and put in action by the objects 
which are fuited to give them delight refpectively, it is evi- 
dently of great confequence to make a covenant with our eyes 
and with all our fenfes, not to prtfent us with the objeéts 


fuited to inflame the finful tafte; and that we do not fuffer 


them to work upon our imaginations, left they hurry us into’ 
fin. And itis equally neceflarv, that we keep thofe things 
in view continually, which pleafe the holy tafte ; that we 
may have holy affections, and be in the fear of the Lord ail 
the day long. Thus we may fet the Lord always before us, 
and ponder the path of life. 

Befides: As the appetites of the body are weakened by 
tong abfence of their objects, and men become gradually 
weaned fron them, and as they are ftrengthened by frequent 
gratification ; fo avoiding temptations and finful indulgences 
fends to weaken and fubdue the corrupt tafte, and wean us 
from fin ; and the conftant fenfe of the perfections ef God, 
and the exercife of gracious affections naturally tend te 
ftrengthen an holy difpofition or tafte. ‘Thefe confiderations 
fhould engage us to follow the directions we have received, 
to avoid temptation, and fet the Lord always before us. ‘The 
way to conquer is to fly. And it is in obedience and the ufe 
of means direéted, that we are to expect that God will work 
in us, both to willand to do, by his fpecial grace. In this 
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way we are to give all diligence to make our calling and c. 
leétion fure. an 

Further: The view now taken of this fubje& peculiarly 
helps us to underftand, how it is, that the truths revealed in 
the fcriptures are the faod of the faints. They grow by the 
fincere milk of the word, and are edified, by the ule of all 
Chriftian inftitutions: Thefe things excite holy affeétions 
in thofe who have an upright heart or moral tafte, ftrengthen 
it, cali off the heart from objeéts of finful defire, thew how 
ev’! and untatistying they are, and wean the heart from them. 
We have occafion to admire the mercy of God in the gift of 
his w.‘rd and inftitutions, which fo often call our minds off 
from the objects which inflame the finful tafte, to meditate on 
thofe which captivatean holy inclination. Thus wehave the 
fabbath weekly; and daily calls to tamily and clofet prayer 3 
and ar. taught to addrefs Gad whenever we fit down to our 
food, often to read the fcriptures, attend the religious inftruc- 
tion of children, and affociate with the people of God. Thefe 
things fecd the people of Gos, recover them from temptati - 
ons, habituate them to holy exercifes, and fo weaken the pow- 
er of the co-ruot, and ftrengthen the good difpofition. And 
according':, wher: thefe helps are not enjoyed, or are too 
much negl:ct-d, Chriftians are fenfible of fpiritual decay. 
This alfo may be coafidered as another evidence of the reality 
of moral raite. . : 

Again: If there be an holy tafte, then believers will hun- 
ger and cnirft after rightesusnefs and if an evil one, then the 
wicked wi!! have their minds on thofe gratifications which 
fuit their tafte, and will be tempted and drawn away by their 
own lufts, juit as we fied by  ipture, experience and obfer- 
vation that they are; which, wh leit brings another evidence 
ef a moral tafte, at the fane time, calls us to examine our- 
felves, and initruSts us by what means we may know our 
own hearts, even by their fruits. 

Finally: Menmuft be born again. We need good hearts, 
and a good heart or moral preparation is indeed an excel- 
Jent treafure ; agreeable to the inftruction of eur Lord, € A 
good man, out of the good treafure of the heart, bringeth forth 
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[ From the Connefticut Evangelical Magazine. ] 


TO PARENTS AND HEADS OF FAMILIES, 


WVhe are living in the daily neglect of Family Prayer, and the 
religious initruction of their Children. 
DEAR I RIENDS, 

N ardent defire for your prefent and future welfare 

and felicity, as well as the happinefs of your dear chil- 
drei and families, the peace, order and well being of fociety 
in general, with which you ftand connected, together with an 
honeft defire (as I humbly hope) of promoting in fome fmall 
degree the caufe of true piety and the religion of our divine 
Redeemer—-iave induced me to addrefs a few lines to you on 
the fubje&t of family prayer and inftructien. My wifh and 
defign in this attempt is to convince you, my dear friends, 
that while you live in the neglect of a duty fo plain and fo 
important, you have but too much reafon to conclude that yor 
have no true religion; that you are living without hope and 
without God in the world ; and having no religion to folace 
you while pafling through life, what will fupport or comfore 
you in the gloomy vale of death? When your ficth and your 
heart fhall fail you, to whom will youlook for help-—-on whom 
will you depend for fafety and deliverance? Such perfons as 
are parents and heads of families, and who of courfe have the 
care of children and their education committed to them, have 
a duty of vaft importance reflting onthem. They will do 
well to confider that the care not only of their bodies, but als 
fo of their dear, immortal, undying {pirits is committed te 
them ; and that while they provide every thing neceflary for 
their temporal and bodily fupport and comfort, but negleét 
the care of their fouls, they perform the fmallett, incomparably 
the fmalleft part of the duty which they owe to their dear 
offspring.— The inftruétion of children in the duties, and in 
the nature and reafonablenefs of religion, is vaftly important 5 
and thofe who would faithfully and fuceefsfully difcharge the 
duty, will be very careful and confcientious therein. “They 
will not only teach them by pious precepts, but alfo by pious 
examples; for in vain will be your pious inftructien if not en- 


forced by religious examples. ; 
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Should you be afked whether you love your children, you 
would be furprifed and almoft grieved at fo ftrange an en+ 
quiry ; but, my dear friends, let me afk you whether that 
love and affeGtion which appears to extend no farther than 
to the bodies and the temporal concerns of your children, 
while that which concerns them, and their tender, anxious 
parents more than ten thoufand worlds, is wholy neglected— 
can with any propriety be called genuine and true love? I 
think it cannot; but I muft requeft you to confider it feri- 
oufly, and with the attention which the nature and importance 
of the fubject demand. 

Thofe parents who live from day to day, and from year to 
year, in the neglect of family prayer and inftruction, are not 
only omitting an tmportant duty which they ought to perform, 
but are teaching their dear children by their own fatal exam- 
ple, more emphatically and more perfuafively than by the 
moft conclufive reafoning, that fuch prayer and fuch inftruc- 
tion are wholly unneceflary.—Permit .me to requeft you to 
confider further, what is the tendency of this example which 

ou fet; is it not to render your own hearts more obdurate 
and infenfible, and your own minds more blind to your own 
eternal concerns? But does the evil tendency ftop here? 
Will net your example ferve to encourage others, your neigh- 
bours and acquaintance, in the negle¢t of their duty, by which 
you bring a double guilt on yourfelves.—But above all, how 
awfully does it tend to beget in the minds of your dear off- 
{pring a difbelief and total negleét of all religion, and of all 
the duties of it ; and to caft away and deny all moral obliga- 
tien ? And, my dear friends, what a gloomy profpeét does 
this afford us as it refpects pofterity! How foon and with 
what rapid ftrides will your children defcend to a ftate of 
heathenifm, and become nothing better than Pagan idolaters ! 
— Much remains to be faidon this interefting fubjecét, by 
way of argument, to convince all thofe who need conviétion, 
of the reafonabienefs, obligation and utility of the duty; and in 
anfwering objections, or enquires which it is poffible fome 
may be difpofed to make, plain and reafonable as the duty ap- 
pears to be; but as] intended no more than to fuggeft a few 
of the leading ideas, in hopes that fome abler hand might be 
induced to take up the fubje&t, and enlargewupon it as its im- 
portance demands, I fhall clofe my remarks by withing the 
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divine efhciency may accompany every effort, however feeble 
towards enlightening the ignorant, bringing to ferious confi- 
deration fuch as are thoughtlefs, and living fecurely inthe ne- 
lect of religious duties, whofe doom, if they continue thus 
to live, and fo leave the world; will be awful indeed ! Which 
may Gob of his infinite mercy prevent, for the fake of a mer= 
eiful Redeemer. 





—— ee 
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[From the London Evangelical Magazine. 
AN ADDRESS 


TO SLEEPERS IN THE HOUSE OF GOD, 
PNMUILDREN of floth! Your crimes need not be proved—= 


A you are your own accufers; and, as though you gloried 
in your fhame, you are repeatedly expofing yourfelves to 
freth guilt and difgrace before many witnefles. Hardened 
in your fin, neither the voice of the preacher, the fubject of 
his miniftry, the eyes of fpe€tators, nor the prefence of the 
Great Gop himfelf have hitherto reftrained you! Suffer 
one among the many, whofe grief and indignation your in- 
excufeable indolence repeatedly provokes, and whofe devo- 
tional pleafures it interrupts, to addrefs you in the language 
of faithful remonftrance. | 

What mean ye, O Sleepers! by choofing the day of 
God above all others, for a day of flumber, and the time of 
bis worfbip above all other, for flothful indulgence? Have 
ye not houfes and couches to fleep in at home, that you mu& 
convert your pews into bed-chambers ? Are there no feafons 
of repofe you can enjoy befide, that you muft choofe thofe 
which are confecrated to God? O Sleepers! know, that 
every pillow in your habitations unites with every fetting 
fun, to leave your flumbers in the fanctuary without exeufe. 

Or will ye find that excufe in the nature of the fervice ?— 
Will you plead that the Gofpel of Chrift is a thing fo un- 
interefting, or devotional exercifes fo ftupifying, that in 
vain you endeavour to preferve your attention to them ? 
Ah think, what a teftimony fuch a plea will bearto the ex- 
treme hardne/s and carnality of your own hearts. What can 
engage your attention, ifa _— incarnate, fhedding his pre- 

3 
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cious blood for guilty men, cannot? What fubje& fo inter- 
efting as this, or what more deferving your regard ! 

When the Redeemer expired, the rocks trembled—the 
earth fhook—the graves opened—the dead arofe—the fun hid 
his beams, and a Centurion exclaimed, “this is the Son of 
Ged!” But you—herder than the rock—more flupid than 
the earth—imore unfccling than the grave, or the dead carcafes 
it contains, can prefent, to a difvufted affemb! ly, a yawning 
countenance at that very fcene which made the lamp of hea- 
ven athamed to appear before an admiring world, and tacitly 
declare, that anidolatrous Gentile foldier fele more like a 
Chriftian than yourfelves. 

But you profefs to be Chriffians, and would be offended 
with the man who fhould call your piety in queftion. Is this 
then the evidence you give of it, and are thefe the fruits by 

which we muft judge of your religion? Enter the mofque of 

a Muficlman—the pagod of an Indian, or the fynagogue of a 
‘iow. and, if you are ingenuous enough to draw a fair infer- 
ence, confefs, that if attention be the criterion, they are better 
worfhippers than you. Yesitis the infamy of Chri(iian affem- 
bites, above all others, to difmonour their religion, belie their 
pro‘effion, and infult their God ! And at your door, O Sleep- 
ers! chat infamy lies. 

Where is your refed for your Minifter? For fix days he 
labours, and on the feventh he brings into the pulpit what he 
has in fecret prepared. Unhappy man! Thy hearers tell thee 
to thy face that thy labours for a week are not worthy their 
attention for an hour. O how often has it been, that when 
the faithful, zealous man of God has had his heart warmed 
with his fubject, and has fondly thought each attendant’s feel- 
ings were inunifon with his own, that by your indecent yawn- 
ing, your filthy fnoring, or repeated nodding before his eyes, 
his pleafure hath yie Ided to furprize—his furprize to grief, 
and his grief to difcouragement, until he has {carcely poflef- 
fed fufficient fortitude to clofe the fentence he had begun, 
and a feafon which promifed univerfal delight, becomes, 
through your accurfed indelegce; tormenting to the preacher, 
and unprofitable to attentive hearers. 

What mean you thus to fleep and break our hearts! Have 
we not difcouragements enough in the world, that you muft 
bring yours into the fanctuary ! Shall we Shout to exclude 
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every thing from our recolleé tion that would fadden our-fpir- 
its whilft we are worfhipping in the beauty of Holinefs, tad 
will you, to our faces, counte ae our efforts; and inftead of 
animating our devotion by your ch eerful attentions refign 
yourfelves to the infenfibility of logs, till you diffufe Ranidity 
or grief over all around? 

Will you apojogine by urging a drowly habit of body 
which induces a natural letharg gy? IL atk you, why are you 
not lethargic in your bufinefs | > Which of your cuftomers do 
you infult as you do the congregat ion and the Mini ‘for with 

whom you profes to unite in divine worthip? Who fees you 
afleep in your fhops, or in the circle of your friends? When 
do you clofe your eyes over a new!- paper ! ? or your ears to 
a tale of fcandal ?—Abufe your confcience no longer. This 
is the fact—cither you make the - of God a day of intem- 
perate indulgence, and fo criminally induce that drowfinefs 
which is your conftant difgrace, and renders yeu common 
nuifances to every congregation that you vilit, or elfe your 
reverence for God and attachment to the Golpel of Jefus, is 
little more than mere proteffion; for nothing can be more e- 
vident or eafy to be underfteod than this, that if the concerns 
of the world will keep you awake at the fame hours, and in 
the fame circumftances as thofe in which you fleep in the 
houfe of God, it muft be becaufe you have not fo much 
relifh for, nor feel your heart fo much interefted in reli- 
gion as about the world.—You may draw your own con- 

clufion. 

Be perfuaded to anfwer the fellowing queftions.—Do you 
believe ers public worlhip is an ordinance of God? De you 
believe that Chrif? is always prefent where two or three are. 
met inhis name? Do you believe there is a day of reckon- 
ing at hand, when he who infpeéts his churches now, will call 
you to his bar ?—-Will not all fuch defpifers of Chrift 
and his worfhip, as you are, be afhained before him at his 
coming f 

Becaufe eforts from the pulpit have been unfuccefsful, 
this is made from the prefs. Should it fail of its defign, you 
muft fleep on, till an infulted Ged fhall meet-you in awrtul res 
tribution. Of your guilt, your Minifters wath their bands, 
and appeal to Heaven and to you, that they are not partakers 


ef your fins. 


— 
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Revival of Religion in Killingly. 


A NARRATIVE 


Of a Revival of Religion in the South Parish of Killingly ir 
the years 1800 and 1801, communicated to the Editors by the 
Rev. lsraEL Day, Pastor of the churchin faid Parth. 


[Continued from Page 8o.] 


OWEVER, notwithftanding all thefe embarraflments, 
God®was pleafed to appear on the fide of truth. In the 
veginning of Odtober 1800, there were fome appearances 

| ‘which began to encourage the praying faint. About the fame 
time, we were favored with a vifit, from a young man in the 
: miniftry, from the ftate of New-Hampfhire, who was former- 
Jy from this Parifh, and was one who appeared to bea fubje& 
of religion among us, in the forementioned revival, in the 
year 1788; having been abfent almoft twelve years. Atthe 
clofe of a fermon, he gave the people an account of the work 
of God, among the people where he refided. He then ad- 
drefled thofe who were his former companions, by enquiring 
of them, the ftate of their fouls, &c. This feemed to bea 
means of rendering the whole affembly very folemn. In the 
evening a conference was attended and a larger number of 
young people were prefent than ufually met on fuch occafions. 
At the elofe the people were informed that our weekly con- 
| ferences would be attended at my houfe ; and as there appear- 
oT ed to bea degree of thoughtfulnefs taking place on the minds 
i. ef fome, they were admonifhed not to ftifle the motions of 
) the Holy Spirit, but to meet with their Chriftian friends the 
mext Friday, te confer further upon the important fubjeét.— 
i In the courfe of the fame week I called at a houfe to converfe 
( witha young woman, whom | found before under fome a- 
wakening. When I came toconverfe with her] found her 
under deep impreflions of foul: her mother coming into the 
room, was fomewhat affected, knowing that fomething affe&- 
ed her daughter, but did not know that it was a concern for 
her foul. I found the mother was in the like cafe. On Fri- 
day, the time for our conference, inftead of a few as formerly, 
my houfe was filled: and folemnity fat on the countenances 
ef many, while a few were pricked in their hearts. It foom 
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began to appear that many had been under ferious impreffions, 
for fome time, and kept it to themfelves; but now were un~ 
der the neceffity of making it known. 

From this time our meetings for preaching and conference 
were crouded and folemn. We were under the neceflity, for. 
want of room, of leaving a private houfe and the fchool-houfe, 
and of repairing to the meeting houfe. For a number of 
months in the winter feafon, it feemed, that eternal things 
engrofled almoft the whole attention of the congregation. All 
appeared to be interefted in the truths, doctrines agd duties of 
religion.—- Thus, they were anxious tohear and know what 
they fhould do to be faved. 

My houfe was frequently reforted to, by enquirers, and 
the fcenes were truly affeéting. Perfons from twelve years 
of age to forty, and fo. om to fixty, juft beginning te know 
that they were finners againft God. ‘They who had often 
heard of their dreadful ftate, while ftupid, now began to con- 
fefs, with tears, that they were under the curfe of God’s holy 
law; that all their lives they had defpifed Chrift and his reli- 

ion. Some feemed to awake as from a dream and wonder- 
ed that thefe things had never been feen by them before, 
One expreffed herfelf thus, “ When I was firft awakened I 
thought my life muft be reformed, and I would fet about the 
work of reformation, in earneft; but I feon found that m 
heart was fo wicked there was no reforming it. I found that 
God muft change this heart of mine, or I was undone forev- 
er.’ Others, when firft awakened, had views of their fins 
of emiffion and fome aétual fins which they had committed ; 
but by being followed by the Spirit of God, they foon found 
that their hearts were at enmity with God: and in fome in- 
ftances, perfons have faid that their unhappinefs was, that they 
felt fenfible enmity againft Ged. It gave them pain to fee 
what God was, and what he was doing,and would do. God 
made ufe ef various means to awaken the earelefs, befides 
the preaching of the gofpel. Sometimes paflages of fcripture 
came like arrows to the heart. Such as thefe; “ The axe js 
laid ta the root of the tree, every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. The Lord is a God 
‘of knowledge, and by him aétions are weighed.” One who had 
religious parents and anceftors, was {truck with the thought 


that the piety of the family faould ceafe in him. Some, that 
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their hufbancs or wives, or their young companions were fet. 
ting out in religion, and that they were like to be left. The 
thought of being left of God, weuld often ftrike them to the 
heart. 

As the work of conviction increafed, they were driven from 
fheir hiding places, and obtained more clear and diftin& views 
of the extenfive nature of the divine commands; and found 
their hearts to be a fountain of iniquity, from whence flowed 
all their actual fins. Thofe who were brought to receive 
the light of divine truth fhining in the face of Jefus, previous 
thereto, were made fenfible that in heart they were fo oppofed 
to holinefs, that they lay wholly at the merey of Ged;— 
that God would be juft to caft them off forever 5 and that his 
declaration, “ J will have mercy on whom I have mercy,’ was 
their only ground of hope; that it would be juft in God to 
leave them to be veflels of wrath, atted for deftruGiion; or 
if it fhould pleafe him, to bring them to a cord: ial fubmiffion 
and make aon veflels of mercy, prepared for glory, it would 
be all grace, and that they of all the faved race fhould be moft 

indebted to fovereign mercy. As to thofe who are viewed 
hopefully converted ; with refpect to the manner and circum- 
ftances of obtaining comfort, and the degree of joy and peace 
there has beena difference. Ina few initances their cenvicti- 
on has been fhort and their joy fudden, being filled with ad- 
miring views of God, difc: overed in his law, in his gofpel and 
in his righteous government. The words of the Pfalmift 
were fweet to them.—“ The Lord reignet let the earth re- 
gotce.” Alfo the natural world appeared to fhine with divine 
luftre, and in its various ways to praifeGod, and they faid they 
Jonged to join in praifing him forever. But it wasthe cafe 
with many, that their convictions» were —ng. Some perfons 
who were brouzht up in families where religion had been 
maintained, had been under conviétions at feafons from their 
childhood. By the Spirit of God, fuch were often brought 
gradually to hope that their hearts were brous ght into fubmif- 
fion to him. It was often the cafe that this was effe&ted by a 
reflex view of the working of the Spirit of God in their hearts. 
In fome inftances fuch on receiving light, concluded that their 
cenvictions had gone and God had left the 2m to a hard heart ; 
fer before this change they had thought if God fhould convert 
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them, they fhould not only look on themielves as very holy 
and good, but they fhould know that God had renewed their 
hearts, by his grace. But now to fee themfelves fuch wicked 
il]- -deferving and hell-deferving wretches, as much fo and if 
poffible more fo than they were before the time oftheir awak~ 
ening, it could not be that their hearts were reneed by grace, 
theugh they fenfibly felt the contention between God and their 
Own hearts to be at anend, But by being often brought to 
give up themfelves and all that was dear to th em, into the 
hands of a fovereign God, without any referve ; by beholding 
the beauty and excellency of the divine law which condemned 
them ; the glory of Chrift as ihe end of the law to all who 
love ani believe on him, they could not refrain from believ - 
ing, trufting and committing their fouls to him. Some have 
faid that their views of the fu fieiency of Chrift were fuch, 
that if they had many fouls, they would truft them ali in bis 
hand, and hope for talvation in his name. 

Previous to the religious attention among us, public wor- 
fhip was greatly necleste d by many whole famili ies, 28 well 
as by individuals ; but when God began to work, how com- 
forting to Zion's friends, to fee them flocking to hear the 
word preached, on the fabbath and at other feafons! It ape 
peared that they felt themfelves interefted in the things which 
they heard. We had no diforder or outcrics fo as to 
make any difturbance in our public meetings ; ; yet the folem- 
nity was like going to the grave, or to judgement. Noone 
but thofe wh know by expe rience can conceive the joy which 
has taken place among the people of God. In regard to fa- 
mily prayer, in fome inflances where there were but very few 
who called upon thename of the Lord formerly, now almoft 
whole neigh bourhoods’t have engaged in this duty, that if one 
were to pafs among them at certain feafons, he would be con- 
ftrained to fay , furely God is in this place. Parents ina pul. 
lic manner de “voting themfelves, their little ones, and all that 
they have to the Lord. 

How p leaking the feenes to behold the aged and the young 
ef both fexes | leaving the follies, peculiar to their age and be- 
coming followers of the lowly Jefus. The pious parent’s 
heart in a number of inftances partook of joy inexpreffible to 
fee the divine bleffing poured «n them, agreeably to the pro- 


mife in Lfaiah, “ J will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my- 
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bleffing upon thine offspring ;” to fee thofe who were of them-= 
felves arifing and building the old wafte places, and repairing 
the breaches of former generations. In a few inftances al- 
moft whole families have been affected, and they have e- 
{poufed the caufe of Chrift, before a vain and deluded world. 

Since the work of God revived in this place, fixty-four 
perfons have been united to the church ; and ninety have been 
baptized, en their own, or on their parents’ account. On 
one fabbath fix houfholds were prefented and baptized, con- 
taining twenty-three children. This circumftance, accom- 
panied with a fermon on the duty of parents to their children, 
under the divine agency, was made a mean of good to many. 
It was noticed by children. Inone inftancea child afked her 
mother, who made no profeffion of religion, “ Mamma, why 
am not I baptized ?”? This went to the mother’s heart. We 
hope the wound was healed by the blood of Jefus, and fhe en- 
abled to give herfelf, her children and all that fhe had, into the 
hands of God. 

Thofe who have made a proefeffion of religion in this time 
of attention, have appeared to adorn their profeffion by their 
obfervance of the commands of Chrift; but fhould it be the 
cafe, that in a fhort time we fhould have exceptions to make, 
becaufe fome return like the “ dog to his own vomit again ; 
and the fow that was wafhed, to her wallowing in the mire,” it 
ought not to be noticed as any thing againft religion ; but an 
evidence of the depravity and treachery of the human heart. 
Tares are often found among wheat, and falfe profeflors a- 
mong real Chriftians. God has feen it needful to leave fome 
of his own children to fall, to try them, thereby to make them 
more fit for their mafter’s ufe and fervice. And if fome poor 
hardened finners are wifhing that thofe who have deferted 
their company may turn back; God may according to his 
word fend them this delufion, and let them try to feed their 
fouls with the fins of his profefling people. While the fin- 
mers’ hearts are hardening and preparing for deftruétion ; God 
calls the backflider, he returns, condemns his fhameful apof- 
tacy, and by making confeffion he brings glory to God and 
fhame upon finners. Sinners in a day of divine grace fhould 
fear, left while they are watching others and neglecting their 
own fouls, the Spirit fhould be quenched, and that come on 
them fpoken by the prophet to Ifrael in their rebellion; “that 
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they might go and fall backward, and be broken, and {nared, 
and taken.” Though we fear that fome who have appeared 
to run well for a feafon, will apoftatize, and thereby grieve 
the generation of God’s children; yet we hope better things 
of many, who have appeared to embrace the truth in this joy- 
ful feafon, and things that accompany falvation. We have 
raifed expectations that God who has exerted the power 
of fovereign grace, in changing their hearts, will put forth 
the fame exertions in keeping them through faith, to eternal 
life. 

There are many, who cavil at the fimilarity of the accounts 
given of the work of God in various places, and the likenefs 
of individual narratives ; and would fain fuggeft that thefe 
things were learned from each other; but if fuch perfons 
weuld call to mind and carefully attend to the following things, 
they would be conftrained to fay that their likenefs was an 
evidence of the truth of them, viz. The natural hearts of all 
men are alike in the fame ftate of total moral depravity.—All 
men have to do with the fame God. All men havea fimi- 
lar monitor or confeience within them, are under the fame 
law, hear the fame gofpel, enjoy the fame bible and means of 
religion. All men are called or moved by the fame Spirit, are 
in the fame world and are bound te the fame eternity. From 
thefe confiderations it is not {trange that perfons who never 
{aw or heard of each other, when born again by the Spirit of 
God fhould fpeak the fame things, and when met fheuld 
converfe as though they had been born of the fame parents 
and educated under the fame means, This inftead of being 
am argument againft religion is aclear proof that it is fromGod. 

And now may the God of hope fill us with all joy, and 
peace in believing; and grant that we, who have named 
she name of Chrift, may depart from iniquity. Amen. 


From yours, &c. 


ISRAEL DAY. 


Killingly, Auguft, 1802. 
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Advertifement. 
[Frem the Lerdin Evangelical Magazine.| 


ADVERTISEMEMT. 
An Infallible Medicine for the Cure of a dangerous Diforder, 


to he had GRATIS. 


| panto “AS a moft violent and dangerous difeafe has 
greatly prevailed in this neighbourhood, as well as in 
many other places, much refembling the plague, a friend of 
mankind has thought it expedient to publifh the following 
account of it, with its various fymptoms and effects, and to 
recommend a method of cure, which has never failed in a 
fingle inftance. 

This difeafe has long beea known among the learned by 
a variety of names. The Greek phyficians called it AMAR- 
T1a. It may be difcovered by the following fymptoms. 
The head is always affe&ted, particularly the eyes, fo that moft 
objects are miftaken for each other. The underflanding is 
clouded. ‘I he patient is fometimes deaf, efpecially to certain 
fubjedts of difcourfe. “The tongue is fo ftrangely difordered, 
that it fpeaks perverfe and blafphemous words. ‘The patient 
has occafional fits of Jamene/s efpecially when it is propofed te 
walk to a place of werfhip. But the heart is the principal feat 
of the difeafe, from the affeétions of which, thefenfes and 
members are alfo difordered. This difeafe is, upon good 
grounds, fuppofed to be hereditary, and may be traced back to 
the common parent of mankind. It is therfore sunsverfal; 
fo that there never was but one Man in the world exempted 
from a taint of it. 

The prefent effects of this diforder are very dreadful. It 
fometimes produces a raging fever, infatiable rhirf, and ex- 
treme re/ile/snefs. The mind is at times alarmed and filled 
with ens ely. The patient difcovers pride, envy, malice, 
covetcufne/,luf, and decezt. His fa amily, triends, and neigh- 
bours, are frequently fufferers, as many In _ place can tefti- 
fy. M: :ciftrates are fometimes forced to interfere, and though 
they feldom attempt a cure, they prevent his doing further 
mifchief, 

But the final confequentes of this difeafe are formidabl 
in the utmoft degree. Unlefs timely affiftance be afforded 


(which muft generally be im the early ftages of it,) the pati- 
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ent inevitably perifhes. Death, dreadful death, muft enfue: 
and that, attended with fuch circumftances of mifery, hor- 
rer and defpair, that humanity is conftrained to draw a veil 
over the terrible fceiie. 

It is neceflary to add, that by far the greater part of thofe 
on whom it preys, are utterly infenfible of their condition, 
and unwilling to admit that they are ill. It is probable that 
fome who read this advertifement may feel themfelves angry 
with this reprefentation of their cafe, and be ready to throw 
it afide with difdain, A certain indication this, that the patient is 
dangeroufly difordered. But this may, atthe fame time, 
account for the genera! and fatal negie¢t of applying in time to 

THE PHYSICIAN. 

This extraordinary Man is not indeed a feventh fon, dut the 
only Son, of a moft high and diftinguifhed Perfonage. He 
was intended for the profeffion from his birth, and in all re- 
fpects properly qualified for it. His fkill, tendernefs, and 
Care, were never impeached by any one of the thoufands of 
patients, whom he has perfe&tly reftored. His practice has 
been incomparably extenfive, and millions can teftify, that 
by Him the blind have received their fight, the lame have 
Jeaped as an hart, lepers have been cleanfed, the deaf have 
been mede quick of hearing, and many dead perfons have 

een reftored to life. After a life of the moft benevolent 
exertions, he was put to death by the malice of fome igno- 
rant practitioners, who envied his fame and fuccefs. How- 
ever, the world ftill reaps the benefit of that /pecific medicine 
which he prepared. Certain perfons, appointed by him, 
committed his advice to writing, and have recorded it in a 
moft excellent family book, which has gone through a thou- 
fand editions, and is commonly called 
THE BIBLE. 

Here we learn that fiz is the great difeafe of the human 
race; that it has the moft unhappy effeéts on the bodies and 
fouls of men; that it bas introduced all the miferies under 
which they groan. Herein alfo we are taught that no man 
can cure himfelf of this difeafe; and though a multitude 
of quacks have recommended noftrums of their own, there is 
only one medicine in the world that can effect a cure. 

Reader, go and learn what that meaneth: Ze blood of Fe- 


fus Christ bis Son cleanfeth us from ail fin. 




















Experiences of a pious Wontait. 


[From the Conneticut Evangelical Magazine. | 
EXPERIENCES OF A PIOUS WOMAN. 


OD was pleafed in his adorable fovereignty, to ftrive 
with me by his Holy Spirit from my earlieft childhood, 
but how often did I grieve his Spirit, though favoured with 
every advantage of a religious nature ; but how great was his 
mercy who did not leave me to myfelf, but made me to feel 
the deep pollution of my nature, and that the thoughts of 
the imagination of the heart were evil, only evil, and that con= 
tinually ; and that the carnal mind is enmity againft God, 
is not fubject to his law, neither can be while unrenewed ;— 
and thofe words founded dreadful in my ears, “ Ephraim is 
joined to idols let him alone.”” I faw that if God fhould caft 
me off forever it would be juft. But bleffed be God who 
did not leave me to defpair of mercy, but enabled me to feek 
him in all the ways of his appointment, and earneftly to defiré 
that he would make my way plain with regard to coming te 
the Lord’s table ; and he was pleafed toanfwer my requeft, 
by putting it into the heart of a dear friend to mention her 
defire of joining herfelf to the church, and fhe wifhed I would 
alfo. I faid I would confider of it—I had many times endea- 
‘voured to give myfelf up to God in cevenant, but always 
feemed to fall fhort. 

I thought I would once more attempt it, and if I was ena- 
bled to do it in private, I might then prefume to make a pub- 
lic profeffion. Accordingly I retired; and I truft was ena- 
bled to act this time more fincerely than ever before; but 
when I was endeavouring to give myfelf up, it came to my 
mind, ‘¢ you have no faith, and without faith it is impoflible 
to pleafe God.” It occurred tome, faith is the gift of God: 
It was alfo fuggefted, you have never repented of fin. Then 
thofe words came to mind, * Chrift is exalted a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance as well as remiffion of fin.” I 
then faw that he was juft fueh a Saviour as my foul needed— 
every way fuited to my loft and undone condition. I faw him 
to be glorious in his offices as a Prophet to inftruct—as a 
Prieft to atone for my fins—as a King te rule and reign over 
me, and to fubdue every thing within me difpleafing to him- 
felf, and to enable me to yield myfelf entirely to him, to works 
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within me both to will and to do of his own good pleafure, 
and earneftly to cry to him for helinefs of heart. I was at 
length enabled to take the bond of the covenant upon me and 
to call God and the holy angels to witnefs, that I did then fo- 
lemnly give myfelf to Ged the Father as my God and Father, to 
God the Sonas my Saviour and Redeemer—to God the Holy 
Ghoft as my fanétifier, guide and comforter ; and under an aba - 
fing fenfe of my utter inability to keep this covenant, thefe words 
came with power,“I am underftanding, I am ftrength.” But I 
have powerfulenemies and my heart isexceedingly deceitful: this 
idea came to me, he is the captain of our falvation who was 
made perfect through fuffering. 1 was enabled to enlift un- 
der his banner and truft him to work in me both to will and 
do his whole good pleafure. My foul was delighted with a 
view of the completenefs—the all-iufficiency of this falvation, 
and I was calling upon my foul and all within me to praife 
him ; well replied my heart, fuppofe he caft you off, muft I 
yet praife him? Yes—for if he fhould he is juft, fecing I re- 
jected his cal! and grieved his Spirit, and would not that he 
fhould reign over me. But ftill there remained a hope, that 
he would not caft me off, and I thought I fhould be willing 
to beg at his feet all my days, if he would fhew mercy at the 
laft hour. Bur ftill there remained a fear with regard to 
coming to the Lord’s table, of the doom of the man that had 
not on the wedding garment: But 1 was told that he came in 
his own righteoufnefs, not in that of Chrift—I plainly faw 
that I had none, and looked upon myfelf as a beaft before 
God—exceedingly vile and ftupid. I thought thofe words in 
Ezekiel were applicable to me; “caftout to the loathing of my 
perfon.”” But my notion of faith was, an aét of my own 
which God was te enable meto put forth—and I found myfelf 
unable to do any thing but caft myfelf at the feet of a fove- 
reign God, waiting on him for Chrift’s fake, to work in me 
both to will and to do of his own good pleafure. And with 
this frame of heart, 1 ventured to join the church, refolving, 
if I perifhed, it fhould be waiting on him in all the ways of 
his appointment. 

Well may I be filled with aftonifhment, at the amazing 
love of Ged to the moft ungrateful of all his creatures. The 
thought that God foreordained whatfoever comes to pafs, for 
his own glory, has been very{weetto me, And I have beer 
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enabled, in fome meafure, to love myfelf with the fame love 
I bear to beings in general, and rejoice to be difpofed of 
as fhall moft advance the kingdom of my dear Redeemer. I 
Jong for greater degrees of benevolence to al! mankind, to be 
more delivered from a felfith contraéted f{pirit, and for more 
enlargements in prayer for the advancement of Chrift’s king- 
dom, for the church to which I belong, and for my dear bra- 
thers and tifters, that Chrift may be formed in their fouls. 

But fome time after, I began to grow cold and ftupid, and 
was ready to call all in queftion, and to fear I had been de- 
ceiviag myfelf, and that I fhould turn to folly again; and in 
this fear I went to lecture, where the minifter was very large 
in deferibing what a true work of converfion was; and 
Ged was pleafed to accompany the word with his Holy Spi- 
rit, and difcover to me that the work was all his own. But 
I was made to fee more of the evil of fin, and to loathe my- 
felf and repent in duft and afhes, and alfo for my pride and 
vile idolatry. I faw that every thing which took the place 
which God ought to have, was an idol, however mean in it- 
felf. Buc how aftonifhing that God fhould fay, “ give me 
thy heart, and a new heart wihd give unto you, a righe fpirie 
will i put withia you. I will caufe you to walkin my fta- 
tutes, I will be your God and ye fhall be my people.” 











A SOLEMN CALCULATION. 


Gs _— aggregate population on the furface of the known ha- 

bitable globe, is eftimated at 899,300,000 fouls. Ifwe 
reckon, with the ancients, that a generation Jafts 30 years, then 
in that {pace 895.3¢0,000 human beings will be born and die ; 
confequently 81,760 muft be dropping into eternity every day— 
4.407 every our,—or about 56 every minute! How awful is the 
reflection !” 

Reader, is it not the mok dreadful infatuation to trie with 
eternal things, on the brink of that awful world, into which more 
than ‘© A thoufand wretched dying fouls have fled 
Since the laft fetting fun.” WaTTSs. 

Thou art yet in the number of the *‘ living, who know that 
they fhall die,.”’ Oh! may it be thy concern and mine, fo te 
«¢ number our days, that we may apply our hearts te that wifdom,’ 
which makes meu “ wife unto falvatiqn, through faith which is 
gm Chriit Jefus. ; [ Lezdon Magazine.) 





